EEMINISCENCES

late years, Boucicault took great interest in the Irish
National movement here and in America; and ex-
pressed a frank sympathy with the general action of the
Irish Parliamentary Party. He came to see me several
times in the House of Commons during some of our
long struggles against this or that Ministry; and I had
many talks with him in the old Conference Eoom on
the right of the steps ascending from the cloak-room to
the Members' entrance into the lobby. I remember
having sometimes a sort of wondering doubt as to
whether Boucicault could have been forming any idea
of offering to help us in our battle by becoming the
representative of an Irish constituency. What an
auxiliary he would have been, if only he could have
made up his mind to any such self-sacrificing enter-
prise! How delightfully he would have chaffed the
ministerial orators; with what bewildering dexterity he
would have evaded the impending intervention of Mr.
Speaker ! But Boucicault never made to me any sug-
gestion of the kind, although I feel not the slightest
doubt that his declarations of sympathy with the Na-
tional cause were absolutely sincere, and so we never
had the chance of seeing the author and the actor of
6 Arrah-na-Pogue,' in a part entirely new to him, unre-
hearsed by him, and utterly unexpected by the public.

I remember once talking to Boucicault on a very
different subject one day when I had the pleasure of
dining with him at his hotel in Boston, Massachusetts.
He was giving me some interesting recollections of his
early experiences as an actor; and he raised a curious
question as to the different standards of theatrical pro-
priety which different generations choose to set up. In
his younger days, he said, no English comic actress, no
English ballet-girl would consent to appear upon the
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